Laudato Si’ Novena

Day 1
Laudato Si’ Paragraph 2

This sister [earth] now cries out to us because of the harm we have inflicted on her by our irresponsible
use and abuse of the goods with which God has endowed her. We have come to see ourselves as her
lords and masters, entitled to plunder her at will. The violence present in our hearts, wounded by sin, is
also reflected in the symptoms of sickness evident in the soil, in the water, in the air and in all forms of
life. This is why the earth herself, burdened and laid waste, is among the most abandoned and
maltreated of our poor; she “groans in travail” (Rom 8:22). We have forgotten that we ourselves are
dust of the earth (cf. Gen 2:7); our very bodies are made up of her elements, we breathe her air and we
receive life and refreshment from her waters.

For the harm we have done to Your creation, Lord, have mercy.
For neglecting the needs of the poor, Christ, have mercy.
Teach us to be good stewards, in Your image. Lord, have mercy.

Prayer of St. Francis

O Most High, all-powerful, good Lord God,
to you belong praise, glory,

honour and all blessing.

Be praised, my Lord, for all your creation
and especially for our Brother Sun,

who brings us the day and the light;

he is strong and shines magnificently.

O Lord, we think of you when we look at him.
Be praised, my Lord, for Sister Moon,
and for the stars

which you have set shining and lovely

in the heavens.

Be praised, my Lord,

for our Brothers Wind and Air

and every kind of weather

by which you, Lord,

uphold life in all your creatures.

Be praised, my Lord, for Sister Water,
who is very useful to us,

and humble and precious and pure.

Be praised, my Lord, for Brother Fire,

through whom you give us light in the darkness:

he is bright and lively and strong.
Be praised, my Lord,

for Sister Earth, our Mother,

who nourishes us and sustains us,

bringing forth

fruits and vegetables of many kinds
and flowers of many colours.

Be praised, my Lord,

for those who forgive for love of you;
and for those

who bear sickness and weakness

in peace and patience

- you will grant them a crown.

Be praised, my Lord, for our Sister Death,
whom we must all face.

| praise and bless you, Lord,

and | give thanks to you,

and | will serve you in all humility.
Amen.



Day 2
Laudato Si’ Paragraph 6

My predecessor Benedict XVI likewise proposed “eliminating the structural causes of the dysfunctions of
the world economy and correcting models of growth which have proved incapable of ensuring respect
for the environment”. He observed that the world cannot be analyzed by isolating only one of its
aspects, since “the book of nature is one and indivisible”, and includes the environment, life, sexuality,
the family, social relations, and so forth. It follows that “the deterioration of nature is closely connected
to the culture which shapes human coexistence”. Pope Benedict asked us to recognize that the natural
environment has been gravely damaged by our irresponsible behaviour. The social environment has also
suffered damage. Both are ultimately due to the same evil: the notion that there are no indisputable
truths to guide our lives, and hence human freedom is limitless. We have forgotten that “man is not only
a freedom which he creates for himself. Man does not create himself. He is spirit and will, but also
nature”. With paternal concern, Benedict urged us to realize that creation is harmed “where we
ourselves have the final word, where everything is simply our property and we use it for ourselves
alone. The misuse of creation begins when we no longer recognize any higher instance than ourselves,

when we see nothing else but ourselves”.

For the harm we have done to Your creation, Lord, have mercy.
For neglecting the needs of the poor, Christ, have mercy.
Teach us to be good stewards, in Your image. Lord, have mercy.

A prayer for our earth (from Laudato Si’)

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole
universe

and in the smallest of your creatures.

You embrace with your tenderness all that
exists.

Pour out upon us the power of your love,

that we may protect life and beauty.

Fill us with peace, that we may live

as brothers and sisters, harming no one.

O God of the poor,

help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten
of this earth,

SO precious in your eyes.

Bring healing to our lives,

that we may protect the world and not prey on
it,

that we may sow beauty, not pollution and
destruction.

Touch the hearts

of those who look only for gain

at the expense of the poor and the earth.
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,

to be filled with awe and contemplation,
to recognize that we are profoundly united
with every creature

as we journey towards your infinite light.
We thank you for being with us each day.
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle

for justice, love and peace.

Amen.



Day 3
Laudato Si’ Paragraph 8

Patriarch Bartholomew has spoken in particular of the need for each of us to repent of the ways we
have harmed the planet, for “inasmuch as we all generate small ecological damage”, we are called to
acknowledge “our contribution, smaller or greater, to the disfigurement and destruction of creation”.
He has repeatedly stated this firmly and persuasively, challenging us to acknowledge our sins against
creation: “For human beings... to destroy the biological diversity of God’s creation; for human beings to
degrade the integrity of the earth by causing changes in its climate, by stripping the earth of its natural
forests or destroying its wetlands; for human beings to contaminate the earth’s waters, its land, its air,
and its life — these are sins”. For “to commit a crime against the natural world is a sin against ourselves
and a sin against God”.

For the harm we have done to Your creation, Lord, have mercy.
For neglecting the needs of the poor, Christ, have mercy.
Teach us to be good stewards, in Your image. Lord, have mercy.

A Christian prayer in union with creation (from
Laudato Si’)

Father, we praise you with all your creatures.
They came forth from your all-powerful hand;
they are yours, filled with your presence and
your tender love.

Praise be to you!

Son of God, Jesus,

through you all things were made.

You were formed in the womb of Mary our
Mother,

you became part of this earth,

and you gazed upon this world with human
eyes.

Today you are alive in every creature

in your risen glory.

Praise be to you!

Holy Spirit, by your light

you guide this world towards the Father’s love
and accompany creation as it groans in travail.
You also dwell in our hearts

and you inspire us to do what is good.

Praise be to you!

Triune Lord, wondrous community of infinite
love,

teach us to contemplate you

in the beauty of the universe,

for all things speak of you.

Awaken our praise and thankfulness

for every being that you have made.

Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined
to everything that is.

God of love, show us our place in this world
as channels of your love

for all the creatures of this earth,

for not one of them is forgotten in your sight.
Enlighten those who possess power and money
that they may avoid the sin of indifference,
that they may love the common good, advance
the weak,

and care for this world in which we live.

The poor and the earth are crying out.

O Lord, seize us with your power and light,
help us to protect all life,

to prepare for a better future,

for the coming of your Kingdom

of justice, peace, love and beauty.

Praise be to you!

Amen.



Day 4
Laudato Si’ Paragraph 9

At the same time, Bartholomew has drawn attention to the ethical and spiritual roots of environmental
problems, which require that we look for solutions not only in technology but in a change of humanity;
otherwise we would be dealing merely with symptoms. He asks us to replace consumption with
sacrifice, greed with generosity, wastefulness with a spirit of sharing, an asceticism which “entails
learning to give, and not simply to give up. It is a way of loving, of moving gradually away from what |
want to what God’s world needs. It is liberation from fear, greed and compulsion”. As Christians, we are
also called “to accept the world as a sacrament of communion, as a way of sharing with God and our
neighbours on a global scale. It is our humble conviction that the divine and the human meet in the
slightest detail in the seamless garment of God’s creation, in the last speck of dust of our planet”.

For the harm we have done to Your creation, Lord, have mercy.
For neglecting the needs of the poor, Christ, have mercy.
Teach us to be good stewards, in Your image. Lord, have mercy.

Prayer of St. Francis

O Most High, all-powerful, good Lord God,
to you belong praise, glory,

honour and all blessing.

Be praised, my Lord, for all your creation
and especially for our Brother Sun,

who brings us the day and the light;

he is strong and shines magnificently.

O Lord, we think of you when we look at him.

Be praised, my Lord, for Sister Moon,
and for the stars

which you have set shining and lovely
in the heavens.

Be praised, my Lord,

for our Brothers Wind and Air

and every kind of weather

by which you, Lord,

uphold life in all your creatures.

Be praised, my Lord, for Sister Water,
who is very useful to us,

and humble and precious and pure.
Be praised, my Lord, for Brother Fire,

through whom you give us light in the darkness:

he is bright and lively and strong.
Be praised, my Lord,

for Sister Earth, our Mother,

who nourishes us and sustains us,
bringing forth

fruits and vegetables of many kinds
and flowers of many colours.

Be praised, my Lord,

for those who forgive for love of you;
and for those

who bear sickness and weakness

in peace and patience

- you will grant them a crown.

Be praised, my Lord, for our Sister Death,
whom we must all face.

| praise and bless you, Lord,

and | give thanks to you,

and | will serve you in all humility.
Amen.



Day 5
Laudato Si’ Paragraph 11

[Saint] Francis helps us to see that an integral ecology calls for openness to categories which transcend
the language of mathematics and biology, and take us to the heart of what it is to be human. Just as
happens when we fall in love with someone, whenever he would gaze at the sun, the moon or the
smallest of animals, he burst into song, drawing all other creatures into his praise. He communed with
all creation, even preaching to the flowers, inviting them “to praise the Lord, just as if they were
endowed with reason”. His response to the world around him was so much more than intellectual
appreciation or economic calculus, for to him each and every creature was a sister united to him by
bonds of affection. That is why he felt called to care for all that exists. His disciple Saint Bonaventure
tells us that, “from a reflection on the primary source of all things, filled with even more abundant piety,
he would call creatures, no matter how small, by the name of ‘brother’ or ‘sister’”. Such a conviction
cannot be written off as naive romanticism, for it affects the choices which determine our behaviour. If
we approach nature and the environment without this openness to awe and wonder, if we no longer
speak the language of fraternity and beauty in our relationship with the world, our attitude will be that
of masters, consumers, ruthless exploiters, unable to set limits on their immediate needs. By contrast, if
we feel intimately united with all that exists, then sobriety and care will well up spontaneously. The
poverty and austerity of Saint Francis were no mere veneer of asceticism, but something much more
radical: a refusal to turn reality into an object simply to be used and controlled.

For the harm we have done to Your creation, Lord, have mercy.
For neglecting the needs of the poor, Christ, have mercy.
Teach us to be good stewards, in Your image. Lord, have mercy.

A prayer for our earth (from Laudato Si’)

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole
universe

and in the smallest of your creatures.

You embrace with your tenderness all that
exists.

Pour out upon us the power of your love,

that we may protect life and beauty.

Fill us with peace, that we may live

as brothers and sisters, harming no one.

O God of the poor,

help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten
of this earth,

SO precious in your eyes.

Bring healing to our lives,

that we may protect the world and not prey on
it,

that we may sow beauty, not pollution and
destruction.

Touch the hearts

of those who look only for gain

at the expense of the poor and the earth.
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,
to be filled with awe and contemplation,
to recognize that we are profoundly united
with every creature

as we journey towards your infinite light.
We thank you for being with us each day.
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle

for justice, love and peace.

Amen.



Day 6
Laudato Si’ Paragraph 23

The climate is a common good, belonging to all and meant for all. At the global level, it is a complex
system linked to many of the essential conditions for human life. A very solid scientific consensus
indicates that we are presently witnessing a disturbing warming of the climatic system. In recent
decades this warming has been accompanied by a constant rise in the sea level and, it would appear, by
an increase of extreme weather events, even if a scientifically determinable cause cannot be assigned to
each particular phenomenon. Humanity is called to recognize the need for changes of lifestyle,
production and consumption, in order to combat this warming or at least the human causes which
produce or aggravate it. It is true that there are other factors (such as volcanic activity, variations in the
earth’s orbit and axis, the solar cycle), yet a number of scientific studies indicate that most global
warming in recent decades is due to the great concentration of greenhouse gases (carbon dioxide,
methane, nitrogen oxides and others) released mainly as a result of human activity. As these gases build
up in the atmosphere, they hamper the escape of heat produced by sunlight at the earth’s surface. The
problem is aggravated by a model of development based on the intensive use of fossil fuels, which is at
the heart of the worldwide energy system. Another determining factor has been an increase in changed
uses of the soil, principally deforestation for agricultural purposes.

For the harm we have done to Your creation, Lord, have mercy.
For neglecting the needs of the poor, Christ, have mercy.
Teach us to be good stewards, in Your image. Lord, have mercy.

A Christian prayer in union with creation (from
Laudato Si’)

Father, we praise you with all your creatures.
They came forth from your all-powerful hand;
they are yours, filled with your presence and your
tender love.

Praise be to you!

Son of God, Jesus,

through you all things were made.

You were formed in the womb of Mary our Mother,
you became part of this earth,

and you gazed upon this world with human eyes.
Today you are alive in every creature

in your risen glory.

Praise be to you!

Holy Spirit, by your light

you guide this world towards the Father’s love
and accompany creation as it groans in travail.
You also dwell in our hearts

and you inspire us to do what is good.

Praise be to you!

Triune Lord, wondrous community of infinite love,
teach us to contemplate you

in the beauty of the universe,

for all things speak of you.

Awaken our praise and thankfulness

for every being that you have made.

Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined

to everything that is.

God of love, show us our place in this world
as channels of your love

for all the creatures of this earth,

for not one of them is forgotten in your sight.
Enlighten those who possess power and money
that they may avoid the sin of indifference,
that they may love the common good, advance the
weak,

and care for this world in which we live.

The poor and the earth are crying out.

O Lord, seize us with your power and light,
help us to protect all life,

to prepare for a better future,

for the coming of your Kingdom

of justice, peace, love and beauty.

Praise be to you!

Amen.



Day 7
Laudato Si’ Paragraph 24

Warming has effects on the carbon cycle. It creates a vicious circle which aggravates the situation even
more, affecting the availability of essential resources like drinking water, energy and agricultural
production in warmer regions, and leading to the extinction of part of the planet’s biodiversity. The
melting in the polar ice caps and in high altitude plains can lead to the dangerous release of methane
gas, while the decomposition of frozen organic material can further increase the emission of carbon
dioxide. Things are made worse by the loss of tropical forests which would otherwise help to mitigate
climate change. Carbon dioxide pollution increases the acidification of the oceans and compromises the
marine food chain. If present trends continue, this century may well witness extraordinary climate
change and an unprecedented destruction of ecosystems, with serious consequences for all of us. A rise
in the sea level, for example, can create extremely serious situations, if we consider that a quarter of the
world’s population lives on the coast or nearby, and that the majority of our megacities are situated in
coastal areas.

For the harm we have done to Your creation, Lord, have mercy.
For neglecting the needs of the poor, Christ, have mercy.
Teach us to be good stewards, in Your image. Lord, have mercy.

Prayer of St. Francis

O Most High, all-powerful, good Lord God,
to you belong praise, glory,

honour and all blessing.

Be praised, my Lord, for all your creation
and especially for our Brother Sun,

who brings us the day and the light;

he is strong and shines magnificently.

O Lord, we think of you when we look at him.

Be praised, my Lord, for Sister Moon,
and for the stars

which you have set shining and lovely
in the heavens.

Be praised, my Lord,

for our Brothers Wind and Air

and every kind of weather

by which you, Lord,

uphold life in all your creatures.

Be praised, my Lord, for Sister Water,
who is very useful to us,

and humble and precious and pure.
Be praised, my Lord, for Brother Fire,

through whom you give us light in the darkness:

he is bright and lively and strong.
Be praised, my Lord,

for Sister Earth, our Mother,

who nourishes us and sustains us,
bringing forth

fruits and vegetables of many kinds
and flowers of many colours.

Be praised, my Lord,

for those who forgive for love of you;
and for those

who bear sickness and weakness

in peace and patience

- you will grant them a crown.

Be praised, my Lord, for our Sister Death,
whom we must all face.

| praise and bless you, Lord,

and | give thanks to you,

and | will serve you in all humility.
Amen.



Day 8
Laudato Si’ Paragraph 205

Yet all is not lost. Human beings, while capable of the worst, are also capable of rising above themselves,
choosing again what is good, and making a new start, despite their mental and social conditioning. We
are able to take an honest look at ourselves, to acknowledge our deep dissatisfaction, and to embark on
new paths to authentic freedom. No system can completely suppress our openness to what is good, true
and beautiful, or our God-given ability to respond to his grace at work deep in our hearts. | appeal to
everyone throughout the world not to forget this dignity which is ours. No one has the right to take it

from us.

For the harm we have done to Your creation, Lord, have mercy.
For neglecting the needs of the poor, Christ, have mercy.
Teach us to be good stewards, in Your image. Lord, have mercy.

A prayer for our earth (from Laudato Si’)

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole
universe

and in the smallest of your creatures.

You embrace with your tenderness all that
exists.

Pour out upon us the power of your love,

that we may protect life and beauty.

Fill us with peace, that we may live

as brothers and sisters, harming no one.

O God of the poor,

help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten
of this earth,

SO precious in your eyes.

Bring healing to our lives,

that we may protect the world and not prey on
it,

that we may sow beauty, not pollution and
destruction.

Touch the hearts

of those who look only for gain

at the expense of the poor and the earth.
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,
to be filled with awe and contemplation,

to recognize that we are profoundly united
with every creature

as we journey towards your infinite light.

We thank you for being with us each day.

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle
for justice, love and peace.
Amen.



Day 9
Laudato Si’ Paragraph 217

“The external deserts in the world are growing, because the internal deserts have become so vast”. For
this reason, the ecological crisis is also a summons to profound interior conversion. It must be said that
some committed and prayerful Christians, with the excuse of realism and pragmatism, tend to ridicule
expressions of concern for the environment. Others are passive; they choose not to change their habits
and thus become inconsistent. So what they all need is an “ecological conversion”, whereby the effects
of their encounter with Jesus Christ become evident in their relationship with the world around them.
Living our vocation to be protectors of God’s handiwork is essential to a life of virtue; it is not an
optional or a secondary aspect of our Christian experience.

For the harm we have done to Your creation, Lord, have mercy.
For neglecting the needs of the poor, Christ, have mercy.
Teach us to be good stewards, in Your image. Lord, have mercy.

A Christian prayer in union with creation (from
Laudato Si’)

Father, we praise you with all your creatures.
They came forth from your all-powerful hand;
they are yours, filled with your presence and
your tender love.

Praise be to you!

Son of God, Jesus,

through you all things were made.

You were formed in the womb of Mary our
Mother,

you became part of this earth,

and you gazed upon this world with human
eyes.

Today you are alive in every creature

in your risen glory.

Praise be to you!

Holy Spirit, by your light

you guide this world towards the Father’s love
and accompany creation as it groans in travail.
You also dwell in our hearts

and you inspire us to do what is good.

Praise be to you!

Triune Lord, wondrous community of infinite
love,

teach us to contemplate you

in the beauty of the universe,

for all things speak of you.

Awaken our praise and thankfulness

for every being that you have made.

Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined

to everything that is.

God of love, show us our place in this world
as channels of your love

for all the creatures of this earth,

for not one of them is forgotten in your sight.
Enlighten those who possess power and money
that they may avoid the sin of indifference,
that they may love the common good, advance
the weak,

and care for this world in which we live.

The poor and the earth are crying out.

O Lord, seize us with your power and light,
help us to protect all life,

to prepare for a better future,

for the coming of your Kingdom

of justice, peace, love and beauty.

Praise be to you!

Amen.



